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LAST TIME

The last time we were together, we talked about:
Gaa-inweng: the sounds of Anishinaabemowin, double-vowel 
spelling, and the Anishinaabemowin alphabet

 Ikidowinan: animate/inanimate nouns, diminutive nouns, locative 
nouns

vii: verb inanimate intransitive and their basic usage

NOONGOM - TODAY

1. Gaa-inweng 

2. Ikidowinan

3. vai

4. Gagwedwewinan

1. Sounds

2. Words

3. vai

4. Feedback Questions



Waking Up Ojibwe - Anishinaabemodaa

Part 2: vai 3

GAA-INWENG
Anishinaabemowin Alphabet

a, aa, b, ch, d, e, g, h, ’, i, ii, j, k, 
m, n, o, oo, p, s, sh, t, w, y, z, zh

ANISHINAABEMOWIN NOUNS
Animate 
Nouns

Singular Plural

Inanimate 
Nouns

Singular Plural

ikwe ikwewag makak makakoon
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DIMINUTIVE NOUNS (MAKING SOMETHING SMALLER)

Noun

zaaga'igan – lake

makak – box

miikana – road

Diminutive Noun

zaaga'igaans - small lake

makakoons - small box

miikananens - small road

Some words already have the diminutive built in 
i.e. makoons is a bear cub, animoshens is a puppy.

LOCATIVE NOUNS (TURNING SOMETHING INTO SOMEPLACE)

Noun

zaaga'igan – lake

makak – box

miikana – road

Locative Noun

zaaga'iganing - at/in/on the lake

makakong - at/in/on the box

miikanaang - at/in/on the road
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ANISHINAABEMOWIN VERB FORMS

vii
Verb 

Inanimate
Intransitive

vai
Verb 

Animate 
Intransitive

vti
Verb 

Transitive
Inanimate

vta
Verb

Transitive
Animate

miskwaa miskwadisinmiskozi miskwadis

vai
These types of verbs describe an action 
being done by someone or something 
animate. The main verb form is always in 
third person to start and has to be 
conjugated to change. Some examples are:

bimose – s/he is walking 

namadabi – s/he is sitting

giiyose – s/he is hunting
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vai Command Conjugations
verb ends in a vowel

Person Positive Negative

You ____________________n. Gego ___________________ken.

You All ___________________g. Gego _________________kegon.

Let’s _________________daa. Gego __________________siidaa.

verb ends in a ‘n’
Person Positive Negative

You ___________________in. Gego ____________________gen.

You All ___________________ok. Gego _________________gegon.

Let’s _________________daa. Gego __________________ziidaa.

verb ends in a ‘m’ >> ‘m’ drops off the root word
Person Positive Negative

You ____________________n. Gego ____________________ngen.

You All _________________mok. Gego __________________ngegon.

Let’s ________________ndaa. Gego __________________nziidaa.

Namadabin. Gego namadabiken.

Namadabig. Gego namadabikegon.

Namadabidaa. Gego namadabisiidaa. 

Zhingishinin. Gego zhinigishingen.

Zhingishinok. Gego zhingishingegon.

Zhingishindaa. Gego zhingishinziidaa. 

Minwendan. Gego minwendangen.

Minwendamok. Gego minwendangegon.

Minwendandaa. Gego minwendanziidaa.

vai A-form Conjugations
verb ends in a vowel 

Person Positive Negative

I Ni________________________.* Gaawiin ni____________________sii.

You Gi________________________.* Gaawiin gi___________________sii.

S/he _________________________. Gaawiin _____________________sii.

They _____________________wag. Gaawiin __________________siiwag.
*Drop the short ‘i’ or ‘o’ off the end of the root verb

verb ends in an ‘n’
Person Positive Negative

I Ni_______________________. Gaawiin ni__________________zii.

You Gi______________________. Gaawiin gi__________________zii.

S/he ________________________. Gaawiin ____________________zii.

They ____________________oog. Gaawiin _________________ziiwag.

verb ends in an ‘m’
Person Positive Negative

I Ni_______________________. Gaawiin ni___________________zii.**

You Gi_______________________. Gaawiin gi___________________zii.**

S/he _________________________. Gaawiin _____________________zii.**

They _______________________oog. Gaawiin __________________ziiwag.**
* drop the short vowel on the end of the verb
** -m changes to -n on the root verb

Ninamadab. Gaawiin ninamadabisii.

Ginamadab. Gaawiin ginamadabisii.

Namadabi. Gaawiin namadabisii.

Namadabiwag. Gaawiin namadabisiiwag.

Ninzhingishin. Gaawiin nizhingishinzii.

Gizhingishin. Gaawiin gizhingishinzii.

Zhingishin. Gaawiin zhingishinzii.

Zhingishinoog. Gaawiin zhingishinziiwag.

Niminwendam. Gaawiin niminwendanzii.

Giminwendam. Gaawiin giminwendanzii.

Minwendam. Gaawiin minwendanzii.

Minwendamoog. Gaawiin minwendanziiwag.
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These are available to print on our 
website, or you can download a 
copy of the SMART Notebook 
document to use. You will have to 
download SMART software if you 
do not already have it – the limited 
mode is free. 

ODAMINODAA! Let’s play!

Go to kahoot.it on your computer or mobile device
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TENSE

Tense Markers
gii- past did, was, were / wasn’t, didn’t

--- present

wii- future will, want to / won’t, will not

ga- shall Independent form only

da- shall If o- then da>ga; oga-

daa- Can, c/sh/would A-form

ji-/da- Shall, can, c/sh/would, in order to B-form

ge- Shall, can, c/sh/would C-form 

TENSE: USE ‘NAMADABI’

Past Tense

gii-

Ningii-namadab.

Gigii-namadab.

Gii-namadabi.

Gii-namadabiwag.

Present Tense

Ninamadab.

Ginamadab.

Namadabi.

Namadabiwag.

Future Tense

wii-

Niwii-namadab.

Giwii-namadab.

Wii-namadabi.

Wii-namadabiwag.

Personal Prefixes

Beginning Niin Giin

Consonant Ni- Gi-

B Nim- Gi-

D  J  G  Z Nin- Gi-

Vowel Nind- Gid-
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TENSE: USE ‘BANGISHIN’

Past Tense

gii-

Ningii-pangishin.

Gigii-pangishin.

Gii-pangishin.

Gii-pangishinoog.

Present Tense

Nimbangishin.

Gibangishin.

Bangishin.

Bangishinoog.

Future Tense

wii-

Niwii-pangishin.

Giwii-pangishin.

Wii-pangishin.

Wii-pangishinoog.

Letter Changes
Consonant (gii-/wii-)

b > p
j > ch
d > t
g > k
z > s

Rule
There is no initial 

consonant change if 
the verb is a soft 

vowel followed by a 
hard consonant i.e. 
gii-gikinoo’amaagozi

FEEDBACK         &          CERTIFICATES

Please complete the feedback form 
here: 

https://forms.gle/KtkNdjC6sS3n8eGNA

When you fill out the feedback form, we 
will send you a certificate 
acknowledging the completion of the 
session. 

These are great for professional 
portfolios or completion of PD hours for 
your career.
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Start practicing with your conjugations – you will be amazed how quickly you can 
retain them with a little practice.

If you need any help don’t be afraid to reach out to us via FB or email

shannonk@7generations.org

carissac@7generations.org

brigitten@7generations.org

7gensanishinaabemowin@gmail.com

A recording of this session will be available on our website in the near future. 

MIIGWECH BIZINDAWIYEG!


