
Waking Up Ojibwe - Anishinaabemodaa

Part 1: Gaa-inweng & vii 1

ANISHINAABEMOWIN
PART 1

Gaa-inweng and vii

ANISHINAABEMODAA INITIATIVE Introductions
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LAST TIME

The last time we were together, we talked about:
Why language revitalization is so important for ourselves and the 
children we work with

Language anxiety
Tips for overcoming language anxiety and addressing our fears
Setting goals, identifying obstacles, and strategizing to overcome 
challenges

Making offerings to Aginjibagwesi for help learning the language

NOONGOM - TODAY

1. Gaa-inweng 

2. Ikidowinan

3. vii

4. Gagwedwewinan

1. Sounds

2. Words

3. vii

4. Feedback Questions
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GAA-INWENG
Anishinaabemowin Alphabet

a, aa, b, ch, d, e, g, h, ’, i, ii, j, k, 
m, n, o, oo, p, s, sh, t, w, y, z, zh

GAA-INWENG
Anishinaabemowin Consonant Clusters

gw
kw
nd
ng
nj
shk

memengwaa
makwa
aandeg
maang
nininj
nashke
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ODAMINODAA
Let’s Play!
Anishinaabemowin 
Gaa-inweng Odaminowin

Do they want to eat?

Doo the waant ta iit?

Remember, you can’t use 
standalone consonants: 
c, f, h, l, q, r, u, v, or x

ANISHINAABEMOWIN IKIDOWINAN
Words in the Anishinaabe language can be divided into 
six main categories which also have multiple subcategories:

o nouns

o pronouns

o verbs

o adverbs

o preverbs

o particles

with 3rd person verbs and singular nouns being the most commonly learned words
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ANISHINAABEMOWIN NOUNS
Animate 
Nouns

Singular Plural

Inanimate 
Nouns

Singular Plural

ikwe ikwewag makak makakoon

DIMINUTIVE NOUNS (MAKING SOMETHING SMALLER)

Noun

zaaga'igan – lake

makak – box

miikana – road

Diminutive Noun

zaaga'igaans - small lake

makakoons - small box

miikananens - small road

Some words already have the diminutive built in 
i.e. makoons is a bear cub, animoshens is a puppy.
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LOCATIVE NOUNS (TURNING SOMETHING INTO SOMEPLACE)

Noun

zaaga'igan – lake

makak – box

miikana – road

Locative Noun

zaaga'iganing - at/in/on the lake

makakong - at/in/on the box

miikanaang - at/in/on the road

ANISHINAABEMOWIN VERB FORMS

vii
Verb 

Inanimate
Intransitive

vai
Verb 

Animate 
Intransitive

vti
Verb 

Transitive
Inanimate

vta
Verb

Transitive
Animate

miskwaa miskwadisinmiskozi miskwadis
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vii
These types of verbs describe a state of 
being. They can relate to an object or an 
abstract notion. Some examples are:

gakakaa – it is square

zoogipon – it is snowing

ozaawaa – it is yellow

vii      A-form Conjugations
verb ends in a vowel

Positive Negative

Singular ____________________________. Gaawiin ___________________sinoon.

Plural ________________________wan. Gaawiin _________________sinoonin.

verb ends in a ‘n’

Positive Negative

Singular ____________________________. Gaawiin ___________________zinoon.

Plural ________________________oon. Gaawiin _________________zinoonin.

verb ends in a ‘d’

Positive Negative

Singular ____________________________. Gaawiin ___________________sinoon.*

Plural ________________________oon. Gaawiin _________________sinoonin.*

*drop the ‘d’ off the end of the verb

Miskwaa.
Gaawiin miskwaasinoon.
Miskwaawan.
Gaawiin miskwaasinoonin.

Agaasin.
Gaawiin agaasinzinoon.
Agaasinoon.
Gaawiin agaasinzinoonin.

Miskwaamagad. 
Gaawiin miskwaamagasinoon.
Miskwaamagadoon.
Gaawiin miskwaamagasinoonin.
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These are available to print on our 
website, or you can download a 
copy of the SMART Notebook 
document to use. You will have to 
download SMART software if you 
do not already have it – the limited 
mode is free. 

ODAMINODAA! Let’s play!

Go to kahoot.it on your computer or mobile device



Waking Up Ojibwe - Anishinaabemodaa

Part 1: Gaa-inweng & vii 9

FEEDBACK         &          CERTIFICATES

Please complete the feedback form 
here: 

https://forms.gle/4ggEbHyew2djqwPaA

When you fill out the feedback form, we 
will send you a certificate 
acknowledging the completion of the 
session. 

These are great for professional 
portfolios or completion of PD hours for 
your career.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Start practicing with your conjugations – you will be amazed how quickly you can 
retain them with a little practice.

If you need any help don’t be afraid to reach out to us via FB or email

shannonk@7generations.org

carissac@7generations.org

7gensanishinaabemowin@gmail.com

A recording of this session will be available on our website in the near future. 

MIIGWECH BIZINDAWIYEG!


